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as we learn, in an official report, published, or rather not in any suitable 
form or available sense published, as a government document. The 
author was then known among those of his own profession as a young 
officer of brilliant promise ; but his name had not become the property 
of the nation. With the prestige of his present position, he can, of 
course, command a much larger public than before ; and his publishers 
have judged wisely for the country, no less than for their own interest, 
in presenting this work in a form so beautiful and attractive. It is 
entirely professional in its character, and we have neither the space nor 
the ability to enter into its details ; but we can judge of its thoroughness, 
of its scientific precision, and of its adaptation to practical use. There is 
manifestly no department of service, equipment, administration, or duty, 
which the author did not comprehend in his survey, and none which has 
not passed under the test of his own skilled eye and careful judgment. 
In fine, this publication cannot but answer, at the present juncture, two 
equally important purposes, that of furnishing a manual of instruction 
for officers of the higher grades, and that of conciliating more fully 
the confidence of enlightened and cultivated men in the commander on 
whom, under Providence, our national future so essentially depends. 



14. — The Constitution of the United States. For the Use of Schools 
and Academies. By Geo. S. Williams, A. M. Cambridge: 
Welch, Bigelow & Co. 1861. 12mo. pp. 199. 

The apparatus for studying our Constitution has improved more 
rapidly since the integrity of the Union was threatened than at any pre- 
ceding period. Nor do we suppose this a fortuitous fact. We doubt not 
that treachery and revolt have stimulated loyalty ; that there is a pro- 
founder sense than ever before of the need of elementary political 
training, and that the demand for text-books in this department is on 
the increase. The book named above consists chiefly of a catechism 
of the Constitution. It is especially adapted to the use of common 
schools, and is well suited to the youngest classes of pupils that can 
be made the subjects of such instruction. This we regard as the prin- 
cipal ground on which it should secure from a certain class of teach- 
ers preference over the several other equally good manuals that have 
passed under our review. When we say that it is issued from the 
press to which we are indebted for our quarterly issues, we give ample 
assurance that in its typographical character it is free from the defects 
which often annoy us in school-books, is accurately printed, and finished, 
though in a cheap form, with perfect neatness and good taste. 



